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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 1 1/30/2010 for 
Application No. 10/581442. 

2. Applicant's arguments/amendments with respect to the Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
in the previously filed office action are persuasive and therefore the previously filed Claim 
Rejections - 35 USC § 101 has been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/30/2010 for claims 1-16, 18-19, and 22-23 have been 
considered but are persuasive however upon further search and consideration a new art rejection 
was found and is shown below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 7-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

As per Claims 7-15, recite the elements "units" which is a means (or step) plus function 
limitation that invokes 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph. However, the written description fails to 
clearly link or associate the disclosed structure, material, or acts to the claimed function such that 
one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize what structure, material, or acts perform the 
claimed function. 

Applicant is required to: 
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(a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or step) 
plus function limitation under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph; or 

(b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it clearly links or 
associates the corresponding structure, material, or acts to the claimed function 

without introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)); or 

(c) State on the record where the corresponding structure, material, or acts are set forth 
in the written description of the specification that perform the claimed 

function. For more information, see 37 CFR 1.75(d) and MPEP §§ 608.01(o) and 2181. 

For a computer-implemented means-plus-function claim limitation that invokes 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph, the corresponding structure is required to be more than simply a 
general purpose computer or microprocessor. The corresponding structure for a computer- 
implemented function must include the algorithm as well as the general purpose computer or 
microprocessor. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-16,18-19, and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ogino (US Patent No: 6,337,621 Bl) hereinafter referred to as Ogino in view of Hosono 
Shizu (JP2002300637, Abstract in English furnished in IDS) hereinafter referred to as Shizu 
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As per claim 1, Ogino discloses a theft prevention system comprising: an object control 
device for controlling a prescribed operation of an object targeted for theft prevention; and a 
device for instructing the object control device to control the prescribed operation, wherein the 
device includes: an instruction transmitting unit operable to transmit to the object control device 
a warning mode instruction indicating to set a warning mode; -Ogino, figure 4, teaches if 
abnormal condition detected it sends a mayday message and Ogino, column 2, lines 54-67, 
teaches examples where the response center sends the vehicle, the mobile control device, 
massage to un-luck the doors or cut the ignition off depending on the situation 

a mode setting unit operable to set the warning mode on receipt of the warning mode 
instruction; -Ogino, column 4, lines 41 and 42, determine whether to leave device in panic state 
or return to normal state 

and an object control unit operable, when the warning mode has been set, to control the 
prescribed operation exclusively in accordance with the control instruction from the device. - 
Ogino, column 2, line 43, teaches engine disable, i.e. the mobile terminal has total control on the 
engine cutoff 

But does not disclose that the device interacting with the object control device is a mobile 

device 

However, Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 13-29, teaches a mobile device receiving a signal 
from the vehicle which is the object control device. The signal contains information regarding 
the state if the object control device. The remote device can set the alarm assembly to active or 
inactive and this can be done discretely 
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It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of the ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the theft prevention method of Ogino by incorporating the method of monitoring 
on a mobile device a vehicle for theft prevention because it would give the user the ability to 
discretely monitor the interior of the vehicle. - Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 27-29. 

But Ogino in view of Rigmaiden does not teach an electronic key receiving unit operable 
to receive an electronic key from the object control device; an electronic key storage unit; an 
electronic key writing unit operable to write the received electronic key to the electronic key 
storage unit; and a control instructing unit operable to instruct the object control device to 
control the prescribed operation, using the stored electronic key, and wherein the object control 
device includes: an instruction receiving unit operable to receive the warning mode instruction; 
an electronic key generating unit operable to generate the electronic key on receipt of the 
warning mode instruction; an electronic key transmitting unit operable to transmit the generated 
electronic key to the mobile terminal device; 

However, Shizu teaches an electronic key receiving unit operable to receive an electronic 
key from the object control device; an electronic key storage unit; an electronic key writing unit 
operable to write the received electronic key to the electronic key storage unit; and a control 
instructing unit operable to instruct the object control device to control the prescribed operation, 
using the stored electronic key, and wherein the object control device includes: an instruction 
receiving unit operable to receive the warning mode instruction; an electronic key generating 
unit operable to generate the electronic key on receipt of the warning mode instruction; an 
electronic key transmitting unit operable to transmit the generated electronic key to the mobile 
terminal device; - Shizu, abstract translation in English, teaches one device sending a message to 
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a second device where the second device sends a certification code, i.e. key, to execute an 
unlock/lock on device. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the mayday alert 
system of Ogino with the sending and receiving of certification code to lock/unlock the device as 
it would add an additional layer of security as to prevent the thief from disabling the mayday 
mode without the knowledge of the certification code. 

As per claim 2, Ogino discloses a device for instructing an object control device to 
control a prescribed operation of an object targeted for theft prevention, comprising: an 
instruction transmitting unit operable to transmit to the object control device a warning mode 
instruction indicating to set a warning mode; -Ogino, column 4, lines 41 and 42, determine 
whether to leave device in panic state or return to normal state and figure 4, teaches if abnormal 
condition detected it sends a mayday message 

But does not disclose that the device interacting with the object control device is a mobile 

device 

However, Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 13-29, teaches a mobile device receiving a signal 
from the vehicle which is the object control device. The signal contains information regarding 
the state if the object control device. The remote device can set the alarm assembly to active or 
inactive and this can be done discretely 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of the ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the theft prevention method of Ogino by incorporating the method of monitoring 
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on a mobile device a vehicle for theft prevention because it would give the user the ability to 
discretely monitor the interior of the vehicle. - Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 27-29. 

But Ogino in view of Rigmaiden does not disclose an electronic key receiving unit 
operable to receive an electronic key from the object control device; an electronic key storage 
unit; an electronic key writing unit operable to write the received electronic key to the electronic 
key storage unit; and a control instmcting unit operable to instruct the object control device to 
control the prescribed operation, using the stored electronic key. 

However, Shizu teaches an electronic key receiving unit operable to receive an electronic 
key from the object control device; an electronic key storage unit; an electronic key writing unit 
operable to write the received electronic key to the electronic key storage unit; and a control 
instructing unit operable to instruct the object control device to control the prescribed operation, 
using the stored electronic key. - Shizu, abstract translation in English given in IDS, teaches one 
device sending a message to a second device where the second device sends a certification code, 
i.e. key, to execute an unlock/lock on device. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the mayday alert 
system of Ogino with the sending and receiving of certification code to lock/unlock the device as 
it would add an additional layer of security as to prevent the thief from disabling the mayday 
mode without the knowledge of the certification code. 

As per claim 3, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
mobile terminal device of claim 2, wherein the instruction transmitting unit further transmits to 
the object control device a normal mode instruction indicating to set a normal mode, and the 
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mobile terminal device further comprises: a completion notification receiving unit operable to 
receive from the object control device a completion notification that indicates completion of 
normal mode setting; and an electronic key deleting unit operable to delete the stored electronic 
key on receipt of the completion notification. -Ogino, figure 8, teaches sending a confirmation 
message to indicate armed state and Shizu, abstract translation in English given in IDS, teaches 
sending a certification code, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to delete the 
certification code upon completing the action it was used for as to decrease the possibility of a 
thief obtaining it. 

As per claim 4, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
mobile terminal device of claim 2, wherein the electronic key storage unit is a portable memory 
card. - Shizu, abstract translation in English given in IDS, teaches the certification code is on a 
cellular phone which is a portable mobile device. 

As per claim 5, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
mobile terminal device of claim 2, wherein the mobile terminal device is a mobile telephone, the 
instruction transmitting unit transmits the warning mode instruction via a mobile telephone 
network, and the electronic key receiving unit receives the electronic key via the mobile 
telephone network. -Ogino, figure 10, teaches cellular communication. 

As per claim 6, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
mobile terminal device of claim 2, wherein the control instructing unit instructs the object 
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control device to control the prescribed operation, by transmitting the electronic key and control 
instruction information prescribing the control, by short range radio to the object control device. 
-Ogino, column 1, lines 58-59, teaches using radio waves as the carrier wave for the 
transmission of data, ID code, arming instruction. 

As per claims 7 and 17, Ogino discloses an object control device for controlling a 
prescribed operation of an object targeted for theft prevention in response to a control instruction 
from a device, comprising: an instruction receiving unit operable to receive a warning mode 
instruction indicating to set a warning mode; -Ogino, column 4, lines 41 and 42, determine 
whether to leave device in panic state or return to normal state and figure 4, teaches if abnormal 
condition detected it sends a mayday message 

a mode setting unit operable to set the warning mode on receipt of the warning mode 
instruction; -Ogino, column 4, lines 41 and 42, determine whether to leave device in panic state 
or return to normal state 

and an object control unit operable, when the warning mode has been set, to control the 
prescribed operation exclusively in accordance with the control instruction from the device - 
Ogino, column 4, lines 41 and 42, determine whether to leave device in panic state or return to 
normal state 

But does not disclose that the device interacting with the object control device is a mobile 

device 

However, Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 13-29, teaches a mobile device receiving a signal 
from the vehicle which is the object control device. The signal contains information regarding 
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the state if the object control device. The remote device can set the alarm assembly to active or 
inactive and this can be done discretely 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of the ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the theft prevention method of Ogino by incorporating the method of monitoring 
on a mobile device a vehicle for theft prevention because it would give the user the ability to 
discretely monitor the interior of the vehicle. - Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 27-29. 

But Ogino in view of Rigmaiden does not disclose an electronic key generating unit 
operable to generate an electronic key; an electronic key transmitting unit operable to transmit 
the generated electronic key to the mobile terminal device; 

However, Shizu teaches an electronic key generating unit operable to generate an 
electronic key; an electronic key transmitting unit operable to transmit the generated electronic 
key to the mobile terminal device; - Shizu, abstract translation in English, teaches one device 
sending a message to a second device where the second device sends a certification code, i.e. 
key, to execute an unlock/lock on device. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the mayday alert 
system of Ogino with the sending and receiving of certification code to lock/unlock the device as 
it would add an additional layer of security as to prevent the thief from disabling the mayday 
mode without the knowledge of the certification code. 

As per claim 8, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
object control device of claim 7, wherein when the warning mode has been set, the object control 
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unit prohibits a prescribed operation from being performed using a mechanical key. -Ogino, 
column 2, line 43, teaches engine cutoff, i.e. disable of mechanical key. 



As per claim 9, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
object control device of claim 7, wherein the instruction receiving unit further receives from the 
mobile terminal device a normal mode instruction indicating to set a normal mode, on receipt of 
the normal mode instruction, the mode setting unit further sets the normal mode, the object 
control device further comprises a completion notification transmitting unit operable to transmit 
to the mobile terminal device a completion notification indicating completion of normal mode 
setting, and when the normal mode has been set, the object control unit prohibits the prescribed 
operation from being performed in accordance with the control instruction from the mobile 
terminal device using the electronic key. -Ogino, figure 8, teaches sending a confirmation 
message to indicate armed state and Shizu, abstract translation in English given in IDS, teaches 
sending a certification code, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to delete the 
certification code upon completing the action it was used for as to decrease the possibility of a 
thief obtaining it. 



As per claim 10, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
object control device of claim 9, wherein when the normal mode has been set, the object control 
unit controls the prescribed operation of the target object in accordance with a mechanical key. - 
Ogino, column 2, line 43, teaches engine cutoff, i.e. disable of mechanical key. But when system 
is in normal mode the mechanical key would operate the vehicle as normal. 
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As per claim 11, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
object control device of claim 7, wherein the instruction receiving unit receives the warning 
mode instruction from the mobile terminal device. -Ogino, figure 10, teaches cellular 
communication i.e. from a mobile device. 

As per claim 12, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
object control device of claim 7, wherein the instruction receiving unit receives the warning 
mode instruction from a mobile terminal device other than the mobile terminal device. -Ogino, 
figure 1, teaches cellular communication of warning between multiple mobile devices. 

As per claim 13, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
object control device of claim 7, wherein the target object is provided with a sensor unit operable 
to output the warning mode instruction to the object control device on sensing an irregularity, 
and the instruction receiving unit receives the warning mode instruction from the sensor unit. - 
Ogino, column 4, lines 41 and 42, determine whether to leave device in panic state or return to 
normal state and figure 4, teaches if abnormal condition detected it sends a mayday message 

As per claim 14, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
object control device of claim 7, wherein the mobile terminal device is a mobile telephone, and 
the instruction receiving unit receives the warning mode instruction from the mobile telephone 
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via a mobile telephone network. -Ogino, figure 1, teaches cellular communication of warning 
between multiple mobile devices. 

As per claim 15, Ogino in view of Rigmaiden and further in view of Shizu discloses the 
object control device of claim 7, wherein the object control unit receives the electronic key and 
control instruction prescribing the control of the prescribed operation of the target object from 
the mobile terminal device by short-range radio, and controls the prescribed operation in 
accordance with the received control instruction using the received electronic key. -Ogino, 
column 1, lines 58-59, teaches using radio waves as the carrier wave for the transmission of data, 
ID code, arming instruction. 

As per claims 16, and 18-19, Ogino discloses a theft prevention system including an 
object control device for controlling a prescribed operation of an object targeted for theft 
prevention, a first terminal device for transmitting a warning instruction to the object control 
device and a second terminal device for instructing the object control device to control the 
prescribed operation, the first terminal device comprising: an instruction transmitting unit 
operable to transmit to the object control device a warning mode instruction indicating to set a 
warning mode, -Ogino, column 4, lines 41 and 42, determine whether to leave device in panic 
state or return to normal state and figure 4, teaches if abnormal condition detected it sends a 
mayday message 
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and a control instructing unit operable to instruct the object control device to control the 
prescribed operation-Ogino, column 2, line 43, teaches engine disable, i.e. the mobile terminal 
has total control on the engine cutoff 

and the object control device comprising: an instruction receiving unit operable to receive 
the warning mode instruction; a mode setting unit operable to set the warning mode on receipt of 
the warning mode instruction; -Ogino, column 2, line 43, teaches engine disable, i.e. the mobile 
terminal has total control on the engine cutoff, the engine cutoff would be a warning mode 
instruction 

and an object control unit operable, when the warning mode has been set, to control the 
prescribed operation exclusively in accordance with the control instruction from the terminal 
device -Ogino, column 4, lines 41 and 42, determine whether to leave device in panic state or 
return to normal state, i.e. the device can remain in warning mode until the second mobile device 
instructs it to leave warning mode. 

But does not disclose that the device interacting with the object control device is a mobile 

device 

However, Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 13-29, teaches a mobile device receiving a signal 
from the vehicle which is the object control device. The signal contains information regarding 
the state if the object control device. The remote device can set the alarm assembly to active or 
inactive and this can be done discretely 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of the ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the theft prevention method of Ogino by incorporating the method of monitoring 
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on a mobile device a vehicle for theft prevention because it would give the user the ability to 
discretely monitor the interior of the vehicle. - Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 27-29. 

But Ogino in view of Rigmaiden does not teach an electronic key storage unit; an 
electronic key writing unit operable to write the received electronic key to the electronic key 
storage unit; an electronic key generating unit operable to generate the electronic key on receipt 
of the warning mode instruction; and the second mobile device comprising: an electronic key 
receiving unit operable to receive an electronic key from the object control device; an electronic 
key transmitting unit operable to transmit the generated electronic key to the mobile terminal 
device; and the second mobile device comprising: an electronic key receiving unit operable to 
receive an electronic key from the object control device; 

However, Shizu teaches an electronic key storage unit; an electronic key writing unit 
operable to write the received electronic key to the electronic key storage unit; an electronic key 
generating unit operable to generate the electronic key on receipt of the warning mode 
instruction; and the second mobile device comprising: an electronic key receiving unit operable 
to receive an electronic key from the object control device; an electronic key transmitting unit 
operable to transmit the generated electronic key to the mobile terminal device; and the second 
mobile device comprising: an electronic key receiving unit operable to receive an electronic key 
from the object control device; - Shizu, abstract translation in English, teaches one device 
sending a message to a second device where the second device sends a certification code, i.e. 
key, to execute an unlock/lock on device. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the mayday alert 
system of Ogino with the sending and receiving of certification code to lock/unlock the device as 
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it would add an additional layer of security as to prevent the thief from disabling the mayday 
mode without the knowledge of the certification code. 

As per claims 22 and 23, Ogino discloses a control method used by an object control 
device that controls a prescribed operation of an object targeted for theft prevention in response 
to a control instruction from a terminal device comprising: receiving a warning mode instruction 
indicating to set a warning mode; -Ogino, figure 4, teaches if abnormal condition detected it 
sends a mayday message 

setting the warning mode when the warning mode instruction is received; -Ogino, column 
4, lines 41 and 42, determine whether to leave device in panic state or return to normal state 

and controlling the prescribed operation exclusively in accordance with the control 
instruction from the terminal device -Ogino, column 2, line 43, teaches engine disable, i.e. the 
mobile terminal has total control on the engine cutoff i.e. would disable use of mechanical key 

But does not disclose that the device interacting with the object control device is a mobile 

device 

However, Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 13-29, teaches a mobile device receiving a signal 
from the vehicle which is the object control device. The signal contains information regarding 
the state if the object control device. The remote device can set the alarm assembly to active or 
inactive and this can be done discretely 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of the ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the theft prevention method of Ogino by incorporating the method of monitoring 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/581 ,442 Page 1 7 

Art Unit: 2432 

on a mobile device a vehicle for theft prevention because it would give the user the ability to 
discretely monitor the interior of the vehicle. - Rigmaiden, column 6, lines 27-29. 

But Ogino in view of Rigmaiden does not disclose generating an electronic key; 
transmitting the generated electronic key to the mobile terminal device; 

However Shizu teaches generating an electronic key; transmitting the generated 
electronic key to the mobile terminal device; - Shizu, abstract translation in English, teaches one 
device sending a message to a second device where the second device sends a certification code, 
i.e. key, to execute an unlock/lock on device. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the mayday alert 
system of Ogino with the sending and receiving of certification code to lock/unlock the device as 
it would add an additional layer of security as to prevent the thief from disabling the mayday 
mode without the knowledge of the certification code. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Kanaan whose telephone number is (571)270-3906. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the above noted Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron, can be reached at the following telephone number: 
(571)272-3799. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/SIMON KANAAN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



/Benjamin E Lanier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



